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The Gundog Research Project is a scientific research focusing
on gundogs actively used for hunting and field trials. The
project  has  been  tailored  on  pointing  dogs,  but  we  are
accepting contributions from spaniels and retrievers owners as
well. The project stems from two elements: my love for gundogs
and, on a more practical side, the need to write a research
dissertation to graduate in Veterinary Medicine. Writing a
dissertation is mandatory in Italy and, as it might require
months of research, I opted to devote them to something I
like, and from which animals and humans could benefit . Dogs
have always played a huge role in my life, and certainly
helped me to grow into a better person, this is how I am
trying to give them something back.

Animal  behaviour  is  intimately  linked  with  animal  welfare
which, on its turn, is affected by animal management. Most of
the animal welfare studies carried on so far, focus on farm
animals. Furthermore, working dogs such as hunting and field
trials dogs, cannot even be considered “pets”. They are canine
athletes, they have their own peculiar needs and they are
among  the  few  dogs  that  can  truly  be  considered  working
animals. As far as my tutors and I are aware, there is no
scientific literature  available on hunting and field trial
dogs management and welfare: the studies we could find are
centered on military, police and shelter dogs and on dogs for
the blind. Feel free to e-mail us if you want to know more
about the project scientific design and about the scientific
literature behind it.

Why and how to benefit from the Gundog Research Project (click
here)

The team behind the project (click here to discover more)
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How to fill out the questionnaire (click here)

Online survey

Prizes

Meet our sponsors

Logo  by  Sanguemiele
Design

Clubs, organizations, media and companies

If you are interested in supporting this project and help
giving it more visibility (through magazines, websites or your
club’s activities), please do so or contact us. We appreciate
and need your help!

Facebook page

The team behind the project
Some of you already know me, but I am going to introduce
myself again to make you feel at ease. My academic background
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is the following: I have a Laurea Specialistica (equivalent of
an  MA)  in  Foreign  Languages  and  Literatures  (British
Literature) earned with a grade of 110/110 cum laude from the
University of Pavia (Italy); a Certificate of Asian Studies
earned  with  Distinction  from  Mount  Holyoke  College
(Massachusetts, USA) and I am going to graduate in Veterinary
Medicine from the University of Milan (Italy). I also attended
the Italian Veterinary Acupuncture Society School and several
extracurricular  courses  on  dog  behaviour,  neuroscience,
wildlife management, writing, photography and more.

Work & Hobbies: I started writing about dogs and hunting in
2002, became a professional journalist in 2005 and published
two books on dogs. At the moment I am still freelancing for
Italian and foreign magazines and my pieces can be read in
each issue of Sentieri di Caccia, Beccacce che Passione and
Cinghiale che Passione. I have been active around dogs since
my childhood, volunteered at a no-kill dog shelter for five
years  and  got  my  first  English  Setter  in  1999,  my  first
shooting license came in 2004. Years have passed, but I still
enjoy the countryside, training, trialing, rough shooting and
anything gundogs related. I currently manage the blog Dogs &
Country

My supervisors in this project are Professor Silvana Mattiello
and Professor Clara Palestrini, one of the few veterinarians
who obtained a diploma from the European College of Animal
Welfare and Behavioural Medicine. Both teach and research at
the  School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  University  of  Milan
(Italy).
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Facebook page

Chi c’è dietro al progetto
Alcuni di noi mi conoscono già, ma farò comunque una breve
introduzione per mettere tutti a loro agio. Il mio curriculum
accademico  è  il  seguente:  ho  una  Laurea  Specialistica  in
Lingue e Letterature Straniere (Inglese) ottenuta con 110/110
e lode presso l’Università di Pavia; un Certificate in Asian
Studies with Distinction ottenuto dal Mount Holyoke College
(Massachusetts,  USA)  e  sto  per  laurearmi  in  Medicina
Veterinaria presso l’Università  degli  Studi di Milano. Ho
frequentato  anche  la  scuola  triennale  di  agopuntura
veterinaria e alcuni corsi sul comportamento del cane, sulla
gestione della fauna selvatica, di neuroscienze, scrittura,
fotografia e altro. Ho iniziato a scrivere di cani e di caccia
nel  2001,  diventando  giornalista  pubblicista  nel  2005,  ho
anche pubblicato due libri sui cani. Continuo a collaborare
con riviste italiane e estere come freelance, gestisco il blog
Dogs & Country  e mi potete leggere su Sentieri di Caccia,
Cinghiale che Passione e Cinghiale che Passione.

Mi interesso di cani sin da a quando ero bambina, ho svolto
volontariato in un rifugio per cani per cinque anni e nel 1999
ho avuto il mio primo setter inglese. Sono passati molti anni
da allora, ma la passione per la campagna e per i cani da
caccia  è  rimasta  immutata.  I  miei  supervisori  in  questo
progetto  sono  la  Professoressa  Silvana  Mattiello  e  la
Professoressa  Clara  Palestrini,  uno  dei  pochi  medici
veterinari diplomati all’European College of Animal Welfare
and Behavioural Medicine. Entrambe insegnano e fanno ricerca
presso la Facoltà di Medicina Veterinaria, Università degli
Studi di Milano.
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Perché  e  come  puoi  trarre  beneficio  dal  Gundog  Research
Project (clicca per leggere)
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