
Lady Jean Fforde of Isle of
Arran  Kennels  –  An
Appreciation by Jon Kean
Herewith a tribute to Lady Jean Fforde who has passed away on
13th October 2017,  3 weeks before her 97th birthday by Jon
Kean

I first met Lady Jean in the 1970s – appropriately enough it
was on the grouse moors in Perthshire. Janette and I were
there just to spectate at the field trial and find out more
about working Pointers and Setters. Lady Jean immediately put
us at ease and explained what was happening at the trial. My
one abiding memory from that day was the unusual footwear Lady
Jean sported. It was a pair of sandshoes (baseball type) with
the words “Skateboard City” emblazoned on the side. Her great
friend Mrs Patience Badenoch Nicolson was there too. Their
guidance inspired me to find out more about working Pointers.

From that day, friendship developed and I learned so much from
Lady Jean and Patience about working Pointers. After a while,
I asked Lady Jean if it would be possible to purchase an Isle
of Arran Pointer. My wish was granted! In historical terms,
the Pointer kennels were among the first, if not the first, to
be registered by her grandfather at the Kennel Club when it
was  formed.  In  1983,  I  brought  back  from  Arran  two  male
puppies from Lady Jean’s litter, sired by Moanruad Aron (the
late John Nash’s Pointer) and Isle of Arran Neillia (litter
sister of the 1981 Champion Stake winner FT CH Isle of Arran
Larch, handled by Mrs Marcia Clark). I reared Isle of Arran
Micha and the brother Isle of Arran Gideon was bought by
Duncan Davis from the North of England. The rest, as they say,
is history. Gideon duly became a field trial Champion and
Micha (pet name Duke) won the Champion Stake at Bollihope Moor
in County Durham in 1989. Duke was a fantastic Pointer for our
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shooting trips to Garrogie Estate, owned by Charles Connell in
Invernesshire. Apart from his game finding ability, Duke’s
great attribute was his stamina and endurance. He had the
strength of 3 dogs.

Lady  Jean  Fforde  and  Jon
Kean – Champion Stake 1989

Lady Jean and Patience were hugely influential people in the
Pointer world. They were always willing to help and offer
advice to anyone interested in working gundogs. One day, I was
called  aside  for  an  informal  chat.  Lady  Jean  told  me:
“Patience and I both agree that you need to put something back
into the sport. We think you should take on the role of
Honorary Secretary of the Scottish Field Trials Association.”
I  was  duly  appointed  in  1986  and  have  done  the  job  of
Secretary for the Pointers and Setters ever since.

Looking back, there were many famous Pointers with the Isle of
Arran prefix. The list is endless – Isle of Arran African
Queen, Scotney Isle of Arran Regent, Isle of Arran Juno, FT CH
Scotney Isle of Arran Jack, Isle of Arran Minoru, FT CH Isle
of Arran Dice, Isle of Arran Lilly. Lady Jean’s favourite was
FT CH Isle of Arran June, a beautiful orange and white bitch.
In Lady Jean’s memoir, she wrote: “ June became the dog of my
life – I adored her! Considering she was the first dog of any
kind I had trained myself, she was a miracle. I trained her by
phoning  Patience  Nicolson  week  by  week,  and  asking  for
instructions.”



Lady Jean was President of the Pointer Club of Scotland since
it was founded many years ago. She had many, many interests
outwith the world of field trials. She was a keen gardener,
for example. Her parents brought back many rare plants from
their trips throughout the world. On our visits to Strabane,
her home at Brodick, Lady Jean gave us a guided tour of the
gardens. On one visit, Lady Jean told us she would be sending
her friend to collect us from the ferry at Brodick. The friend
just happened to be Richard Todd, the Oscar-nominated actor
best  known  for  war  dramas  like  The  Hasty  Heart,  The  Dam
Busters and The Longest Day.

She was also involved with the RNLI and the Red Cross. She was
an artist. Lady Jean wrote fascinating memoirs – Castles in
the Air and Feet On the Ground – From Castles to Catastrophe.
In those books, we discover she spent part of her life in
India,  Palestine,  Sierra  Leone,  Northern  Rhodesia  and  of
course her beloved Isle of Arran. It was at the Government
Code and Cypher School at Bletchley Park that Lady Jean joined
the  army  of  women  who  cracked  the  German  code  to  save
countless lives and shorten the war by at least two years.

Lady Jean’s mother was very keen on taking cine films of life
on Arran, which included stalking and shooting over Pointers
on the island from the 1930s onwards. A couple of years ago we
spent a lovely afternoon in Strabane viewing some of the reels
of film, and they are fascinating to watch.

Lady Jean sent me a gift of the book called Training Setters
and Pointers for Field Trials, by Professor John Beazley, Alf
Manners and Arnold White-Robinson. It is signed : “To Jon.
Wishing You every luck in field trials with your puppy. Jean
Fforde 1981.” I have used this book as a guide for seminars
ever since.

In 1982, Lady Jean asked me to show her Champion Stake winner,
Larch, at Crufts in London. This I duly did and was thrilled
when the Judge Mrs Kitty Edmondson awarded a prize to Larch.



Unbeknown to me,Lady Jean’s best friend , Princess Antoinette
of Monaco, was a surprise visitor at the ringside at Crufts.

I will always have great memories of Lady Jean. Our last visit
to Lady Jean was in July this year. She was in good spirits
and very keen to hear news from the world of Pointers. RIP
Lady Jean.

Still curious about British trials? Check the section A Month
on the Moor or click here.

The  English  Springer  by
Arthur Croxton-Smith
From the book The Power of the Dog (1910)

THE ENGLISH SPRINGER

“O, how full of briers is this working-day world!”
Shakespeare—As You Like It.

“The chief requisite in all kinds of spaniels is,
that they be good finders, and have noses so true

that they will never overrun a scent. . . . .
They should be high-mettled, as regardless of
the severest weather as of the most punishing

cover, and ever ready to spring into the closest
thicket the moment a pointed finger gives the

command.”

General Hutchinson

The transition from the toy varieties to a spaniel is somewhat
violent. The one is intended to please the eye, to gratify the
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æsthetic sense, and charm by his manners in the house; the
other is designed primarily, by serving the sportsman in the
held, to accomplish useful duties, but at the same time his
docility of disposition, sagacity of expression and beauty of
coat make him also a welcome companion when the day’s labours
are ended. In estimating the worth of a gundog I should lay
much stress upon his fitness for associating with mankind, for
there is no doubt that if we win the confidence and friendship
of our four-footed servitors the pleasure in their possession
is much increased, and we have them under far better command
when at work. Of all the foolish things written the hackneyed
couplet so much quoted has precedence:

“A woman, a spaniel, and a walnut tree,
The more you beat them, the better they be.”

The ladies are quite capable of looking after themselves, and
need no champion. I daresay a walnut tree may be all the
better for a good “splashing,” as we used to say in the
Midlands, but I am certain the less a whip is used on a dog of
any sort the more likely are we to be successful in our
efforts to exact prompt and ready obedience to our commands.
The man who uses physical correction too freely is in want of
a practical application of the monition contained in the Book
of Proverbs: “A rod for the back of fools.”

Of the many handsome sub-varieties of spaniels with which we
are familiar to-day the English Springer, perhaps, enjoys the
least popularity, although his merits as a worker entitle him
to a high place in our regard. As a show dog he has never
assumed much prominence, but at held trials and on private
shootings he is constantly demonstrating his utility. No other
spaniel has been bred less for “points” or more consistently
for work. Less excitable than the volatile Cocker, his longer
legs  and  sturdier  frame  adapt  him  to  purposes  which  the
smaller is unable to perform. On the other hand, unless well
broken, he, by ranging too far afield, may put up the game out
of gunshot. It therefore follows that in his early days he



must be made absolutely steady.  Whether he becomes so or not
is not so much attributable to the inherent wickedness of the
dog as to the lack of patience in his breaker. One is almost
inclined to say that the good breaker is born not made. At any
rate, supposing you have the leisure, this is a task better
undertaken by yourself than entrusted to a gamekeeper, who may
have  neither  the  time  nor  disposition  to  act  as  a  wise
schoolmaster.

A Springer is large enough to retrieve both far and feather,
but whether or no he should be encouraged to do this depends
upon circumstances. General Hutchinson says: “When a regular
retriever can be constantly employed with spaniels, of course
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  any  of  them  fetch  game
(certainly never to lift anything which falls out of bounds),
though all the team should be taught to ‘seek dead.’ This is
the  plan  pursued  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle’s  keepers,  and
obviously it is the soundest and easiest practice, for it must
be always more or less difficult to make a spaniel keep within
his usual hunting limits, who is occasionally encouraged to
pursue  wounded  game,  at  his  best  pace,  to  a  considerable
distance.”

“Tissington  Flush”
Owned  by  Sir  Hugo
Fitzherbert,  Bart
and Painted by Maud



Earl

The word Springer is applied to all medium-legged spaniels, as
apart from the short-legged ones, that are neither Clumbers
nor Sussex. It is of good old English derivation, denoting the
object for which the dog was employed—-to spring birds to the
net or gun. The form of the dog has not undergone any marked
change since a Dictionary of Sport, published shortly before
Queen Victoria came to the throne, spoke of him as differing
but little from the Setter, except in size, being nearly two-
fifths  less  in  height  and  strength.  He  is  of  symmetrical
formation, varying a good deal in size from thirty pounds to
sixty pounds, with unbounded energy. He may be a self-coloured
liver, black, or yellow, or pied or mottled with white, tan,
or  both.  Miss  Earl’s  picture  brings  out  beautifully  the
correct  shape  of  his  body,  and  the  handsome  intelligent-
looking head. Older pictures suggest that a hundred years ago
or less the skull was broader between the ears, and the head
shorter, but the refining process has not been carried far
enough to jeopardise the brain power. In many breeds I have
noticed  that  a  broad  skull  indicates  self-will  and
stubbornness, and therefore it seems to me that the slight
change is all for the better.

The other variety of Springer indigenous to Wales is quite
distinct from our own. He is smaller in size, and in colour he
is red or orange and white, preference being given to the
former.

From the same book: click here to read about the English
Pointer.

 PS. Don’t forget to take a look at the Gundog Research
Project!
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The  Pointer  by  Arthur
Croxton-Smith
From the book The Power of the Dog (1910)

The Pointer

“His nostril wide into the murky air,
Sagacious of his quarry from so far.”
Milton—Paradise Lost

tiff by the tainted gale with open nose,
Outstretch’d and finely sensible, draws full,

Fearful, and cautious, on the latent prey;
As in the sun the circling covey bask

Their varied plumes, and, watchful every way,
Through the rough stubble turn the secret eye.

Thomson

The respective virtues of the Pointer and Setter have been
discussed without stint for many years, the advocates of each
retaining their opinions uninfluenced by the arguments on the
other side. It may not be known that no less a person than Sir
Walter Scott once had a mild hand in the game. In “St. Ronan’s
Well,” if you turn to the account of the dinner party which
led to much ill-humour, you will find these remarks: “The
company were talking of shooting, the most animating topic of
conversation among Scottish country gentlemen of the younger
class,  and  Tyrrel  had  mentioned  something  of  a  favourite
setter, an uncommonly handsome dog, from which he had been for
some time separated, but which he expected would rejoin him in
the course of next week. ‘A setter,’ retorted Sir Bingo with a
sneer;  ‘a  pointer,  I  suppose  you  mean?”  ‘No,  sir,’  said
Tyrrel; ‘I am perfectly aware of the difference betwixt a
setter and a pointer, and I know the old-fashioned setter is
become unfashionable among modern sportsmen. But I love my dog
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as a companion, as well as for his merits in the field; and a
setter is more sagacious, more attached, and fitter for his
place on the hearth-rug, than a pointer—not,’ he added, ‘from
any deficiency of intellects on the pointer’s part, but he is
generally so abused while in the management of brutal breakers
and  grooms  that  he  loses  all  excepting  his  professional
accomplishments, of finding and standing steady to game.'”

Sir  Bingo  could  not  understand  why  one  should  wish  for
anything more. He never before heard that a setter was fit to
follow any man’s heels but a poacher’s. Tyrrel’s point was
that “many people have been of opinion, that both dogs and men
may follow sport indifferently well, though they do happen, at
the same time, to be fit for mixing in friendly intercourse in
society.” A sentiment which we cordially approve. Whether the
shooting man should select a Pointer or Setter to aid him in
the field or on the moor resolves itself very largely into a
question of individual taste. Either, when well broken, is
capable of carrying out his highly specialized duties with
great skill, and no prettier sight can be imagined than a
brace of these clever animals quartering the ground and coming
to a statuesque point when the game is winded. Of course, in
externals the two breeds present many striking differences.
Some admire the beautiful coat and gentle expression of the
Setter, while others there are who declare that:

Loveliness
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament,
But is, when unadorn’d, adorn’d the most.



“Flax”  Owned  by
William  Arkwright,
Esq. Painted by Maud
Earl (1910)

In other words, form appeals more to them than coat. They
dwell  upon  the  handsome  outline  of  the  Pointer,  his
symmetrical,  powerfully  knit  body,  his  straight  legs  and
muscular quarters. The modern dog is not without his critics,
however, who contend that a foxhound cross has been used in
modern times as well as many years ago, and that the hound
qualities introduced are detrimental rather than otherwise. It
is urged that the duties demanded of the Pointer are even more
exacting than those of the foxhound, as regards stamina, and
that if the old dogs could perform them creditably there was
no occasion to resort to outside blood, which developed a
headstrong disposition that renders breaking more difficult,
and tends to unsteadiness. In justice to the other disputants,
it should be explained that they deny the alien cross, and
contend that, as the foxhound is a perfect piece of mechanism,
Pointer breeders are justified in attempting to work up to
such a worthy model. Although one does not ask for a potterer
it  is  questionable  if  great  pace  in  a  gundog  is  either
necessary or desirable, for the fast animal is liable to pass
birds that a slower one would find. After all, the truest test
of excellence is finding birds for the guns, a feat in which



the flashy worker is not always proficient.

In  the  innumerable  letters  which  have  appeared  upon  the
subject I have never seen reference to the remarks of General
Hutchinson. Possibly they have been quoted and escaped my
observation. This gentleman, who is very rightly regarded as a
sound authority, laid stress upon a sporting dog having small,
round, hard feet, which he held to be a more certain test of
endurance than any other point. “Rest assured, that the worst
loined dogs with good feet are capable of more fatigue in
stubble or heather than the most muscular and best loined,
with fleshy ‘understandings.’ The most enduring pointers I
have ever seen hunted had more or less of the strain of the
foxhound;  but  doubtless  they  were  proportionately  hard  to
break.”

A variety of Pointer not much seen now-a-days is the black, or
Scottish, which, of course, is free from any imputations as to
the purity of his lineage. He is said to be all that one could
wish.

From the same book: click here to read about the English
Springer.

 PS. Don’t forget to take a look at the Gundog Research
Project!

A Quick Update on Taurine
A  few  weeks  ago,  I  posted  about  taurine  and,  more
specifically, about some breeds which might be less efficient
in producing it (you can read everything here).

As  taurine  deficiency  can  lead  to  DCM  (dilated  cardio
miopathy) I think all those owning a breed at risk should
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assess their dogs. I eventually tested Briony and her results
fell in the normal range: she eats an homemade diet and,
apparently, despite my poor cooking skills, she is getting
enough  methionine  and  cysteine  that  she  can  convert  into
taurine.

As said above, her results are within the normal range, but I
showed them to a nutritionist (Lucia Casini, Professor of
Veterinary Nutrition at the University of Pisa, School of
Veterinary Medicine) asking her whether Briony should benefit,
like other athletes, from any taurine supplements during the
hunting/shooting season and she said yes, to supplement with
500 mg a day  (she weighs around 20 kgs) in these periods.

Some of the laboratories testing for taurine in Europe are:
Idexx, Laboklin and San Marco.

Considering that most of my readers own working dogs (read
about the Gundog Research Project!), let me also add that
these athletes might need more taurine than the average dog.
The web is full of articles on taurine and DCM in dogs, go and
read them if you want to know more, I am just here to spread
the word and raise some awareness.

Taurine,  English  Setters  &
other breeds
Last week the server crashed after I published an article on
tyrosine and dark coats. I stayed away from the admin panel
for ten days because I was afraid I could crash it again, but
now I am back discussing another amino acid. A couple of days
ago, an English Setter owner living in the USA posted on FB
about her dog’s being diagnosed with congestive heart failure.
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The dog had developed DCM (dilated cardiomiopathy) and the
cardiologist suggested testing his taurine blood levels. She
tested him and her other dogs and the tests confirmed that
some of them had indeed very low levels of taurine. Curiously,
those with lower levels were fed a grain free, high protein,
trendy dog food while the other ones, eating what would be
considered an “average” dog food, were doing better.

Taurine has multiple functions, as you can read here, but can
taurine deficiency in the diet lead to DCM? We know this can
happen in cats: taurine is, for cats, an essential amino acid
which means they cannot synthesize it and that it must be
introduced with the diet. When it comes to dogs, instead,
taurine is not considered essential as they can produce it by
themselves. But… to do so, they need to convert dietary sulfur
amino acids (SAA, methionine and cysteine) to taurine.

I  decided  to  speak  again  with  Lucia  Casini,  Veterinary
Nutrition  Professor  at  the  University  of  Pisa,  and  she
confirmed what I just wrote above, adding that a lack of
methionine  and  cysteine  could,  however,  cause  taurine
deficiency. So, are some dog foods lacking of methionine and
cysteine? Maybe, or it could also be that some animals are
less  efficient  when  it  comes  to  transforming  them  into
taurine. There are several breeds of dogs that have a lower
than normal ability to convert SAA: American Cocker Spaniels,
Cocker Spaniels, Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, St
Bernard, English Setters and Newfoundlands (and probably more
we  still  do  not  know  about).  In  their  cases,  taurine

https://www.vetmed.wsu.edu/outreach/Pet-Health-Topics/categories/diseases/dilated-cardiomyopathy-in-dogs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taurine
http://www.vet.unipi.it/


supplementation could have a preventive, rather than curative
role.

So… What should we do? I think further research is needed but,
personally, owning an English Setter, I am investigating on
laboratories which can assess taurine levels and trying to
collect information about the cost of this service. Would I
advise you to do the same? Probably, and I am also wondering
if  other  breeds,  especially  those  related  to  the
aforementioned  breeds  and  those  prone  to  DCM,  should  be
tested: more research is certainly needed!

Update: in Europe at least 3 labs test for taurine in dogs:
Idexx, Laboklin and San Marco. Prices are around 40-50 euros.
Update on my test here.

Considering that most of my readers own working dogs (read
about the Gundog Research Project!), let me also add that
these athletes might need more taurine than the average dog.
The web is full of articles on taurine and DCM in dogs, go and
read them if you want to know more, I am just here to spread
the word and raise some awareness.

English  Setters  European
Championship  2016  (Gibier
Tiré)
This year the Pointer & Setter Club Schweiz was in charge to
organize  this  important  event.  Due  to  the  complex  Swiss
shooting (and dog training) laws, the trial was set up in
Northern Italy, only two hours away from the Swiss borders.
More specifically, we were hosted by Dr. Machiavelli private
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shooting estate in Cantalupo Ligure (AL), a place which is
both easy to reach and suitable for this kind of trial. Simone
Meili, of the Setter & Pointer Club Schweiz, proved to be the
human  incarnation  of  the  famous  Swiss  efficiency  and
precision. The trial brochure was very accurate and she set up
a very convenient meeting place: it was extremely easy to find
the venue,  it had an ample parking lot, a small bar and a
toilet, wi-fi connection and light sockets for computers! As
you  can  imagine,  everything  else  during  the  trial  ran
smoothly.
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onship on the 2nd day (Oct 10), as the previous part of the
event had been covered by my colleague Erica Recchia. The
atmosphere was very international: there were several teams
coming from different parts of Europe. Judges as well had
different nationalities and backgrounds. I was told to follow
Stake 2, judged by D.Sormaz (Serbia – President), F. Gerzinic
(Croatia – right side) and D.Gouzounas (Greece- left side),
there were 12 braces in this stake. The stake was going to be
run on Chiminiera and we had Roberto Locatelli as beat steward



(and gun!) and Dejan Gavrilovic as a second gun. We had rain
almost until the first brace was to be casted off, it was an
unusually chilly morning for October, with a moderate/fresh
breeze which kept changing its direction, making partridges
swift to fly and scents tricky to be grasped by the dogs. The
grounds were really nice and heterogeneous: dogs could run
wide  but  had  to  make  an  intelligent  use  of  the  ground.
Cantalupo estate is scattered on the hills and its crops and
vegetation can dramatically change from place to place During
a run, a dog might face grass, briars, small woods, bushes,
tall and wiry grass, rocks: dogs had to be smart and adapt
themselves, exactly as it would happen during a real rough
shooting day. Almost all the dogs had a chance to meet or
scent game: there were pheasants and grey partridges coveys.
We also bumped into a hare and in a couple of roe deers
followed by the respective English Setters. I spotted six wild
boars in a distance, while judge Gerzinic said he saw some
wolves the night before: I was not surprised as Cantalupo
means “singing wolf”.

Slideshow below

The first brace was composed by Ciak del Zagnis handled by
Nicolic (Serbia) and byPianigiani’s Ford handled by Stefano
Pianigiani (Italy). During his run Ciak pointed, produced and
retrieved a pheasant, his action lead him to obtain a 1st Exc
CAC/CACIT and to become Vice European Champion 2016. In the
second brace,  with Ami Cicco du Turbillon Blanc handled by
Simone Meilli (Switzerland) and Dac de Playabarry handled by
J.L.Diaz  we  witnessed  Dac  earning  an  Exc.  To  see  another
action worth grading, we had to wait until brace 5 when Bruss,
handled by Patrizzi (Italy), had a nice point and obtained a
2nd Exc. Other dogs graded were Pirlo od Gastona, handled by
Zekanovic (Croatia), and Marzale’s Hogan, handled by Elvis
Trajkov (Macedonia). During the 12th and last brace, Rex del
Faenor handled by Sanz (Spain) had a good run and performed
two  excellent  actions,  one  of  which  included  a  very  long



roading to produce the pheasant, he was graded 3rd Exc.
At the end of this run, we were joined by the competitors and
the judges of Stake 1: Sergio Bianconi (Italy – President),
W.Jost (Austria) and N.Kassianidis (Cipro) to decide through a
“barrage” which dog, after two trials in two days, was going
to obtain the title of European Champion 2016. The judges
selected for this task were D.Gouzounas (Greece – President),
F. Gerzinic (Croatia) and N.Kassianidis (Cirpo) who, after a
quick run, announced Atos, handled by Mirko Caramanti (Italy),
to be the winner.

Click here to see the event photogallery as a slideshow

Click here to see the event photogallery as an album

Results are as follows:
European Champion 2016 GT – Athos handled by Mirko Caramanti
(Italy)
Vice European Champion 2016 GT – Ciak del Zagnis owned and
handled by Nikolic (Serbia)
European Champion 2016 GT Females – Lavezzi del Zagnis owned
by Scandella and handled by Giuseppe Pezzotta (Switzerland)

https://llewellin.smugmug.com/photos/swfpopup.mg?AlbumKey=QhwWb6
https://llewellin.smugmug.com/Competitions/Field-Trials-pointing-dogs/European-Championship-English




When  dog  training  meets
pragmatism
There are instances in which you need someone reliable and
pragmatic  by  your  side.  It  is  not  only  soldiers  on
battlefields  who  need  mates  full  of  practical  sense  and
decisiveness, dog people need them as well. Some dog people,
especially  those  with  red  hair  who  get  lost  in  training
philosophies and follow shamans, need these people more than
others.

After religiously following White Feather for more than six
months, Briony decided that it was time for a change, she
wanted less discipline and more freedom, I could hardly find
the balance. WF training grounds, furthermore, were no longer
available as the alfalfa and other crops were growing quickly.
No other suitable training ground was available: spring was
coming with its crops which were going to make impossible to
run a dog anywhere. My only option was to go to some private
areas, called Zone B or Zone C, in which dogs are allowed to
run all year round, there I went. My first training sessions
were short, I wanted to play on the safe side, until one
morning, C. showed up accusing me to train at a “snail speed”.

I  first  met  C.  in  1999,  I  just  had  to  say  goodbye  to
Massachusetts for good, my former dog had died and I decided
it was time to treat myself with an English Setter. After all
I had wanted one since I was a 10 years old child. Given my
unhealthy tendency to save the world and rescue those in need,
I had absolutely no interest in a puppy: I wanted a rescue and
I got one. I fell for a sweet and gentle orange belton male
who reciprocated my feelings immediately and with too much
enthusiasm:  after  eight  hours  in  my  house  he  had  already

http://dogsandcountry.it/2016/08/28/when-training-meets-pragmatism/
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developed a severe form of separation anxiety. I knew he had
been poorly socialized, kept kenneled for three years and then
trained (aka abused) by a professional trainer. I knew he had
all the reasons to behave like he did but…living with him was
hell! I follow the manual: undertook a behavioral therapy;
enrolled him in an obedience class; started him as a search &
rescue dog and even gave him antidepressants, improvements,
however, were small and slow. His breeder, happy to know the
dog had been safely re-homed, gave me his pedigree and I
realized Socks was meant to be a working dog, he even had a
great ancestry. He was my first “gundog” but, my previous
experience with other breeds told me that, MAYBE, letting him
do the job he was born for, could have helped him to overcome
all his fears.

Socks at 13 years old retrieving a pheasant

At the time, however, I had no idea of how an English Setter
was supposed to work; of how I should have handled him and of
what I needed to teach him. I read books, which is what I do
when I need to learn something, but I wanted to meet someone



who  could  provide  a  face-to  –face  support.  Given  Socks’
behavioural problems, I could not board him  at a professional
trainer’s  kennel  and…  professional  trainers  boarding  their
pupils seemed to be the only people training English Setters.
I tried to ask some shooters for advice, but none seemed to
take seriously a young and inexperienced woman with a rescued
ES. Women with English Setters in Italy are still very rare in
2016, imagine how the situation could  have been in 1999: it
was, and still is, a male dominated and male oriented world!
Opportunities, however, often show up when you least expect
them and, Monica, a woman training GWPs in sunny Tuscany,
phoned to tell me she had the “men” for me, and that they were
located just a few miles away from my house. To make the long
story  short,  Monica  contacted  two  famous  drahthaar  (GWPs)
handlers and trainers and convinced them to help me. One of
them could not offer any support at the time (he did later),
while the other one was brave enough to accept to work with
us.

For about two months, I trained at least twice a week with C.,

http://www.amatoridrahthaar.it/


who was already a quite successful trainer and handler in
Italy and in Germany. We worked mainly on recall, but he
taught me some very basic things I would have never imagined
at the time, such as how to use the whistle and how to keep
the dog focused on me by changing directions. Socks improved,
and I later continued to work him by myself and for himself: I
knew he was not going to become a great shooting dog,  I
simply  wanted  him  to  enjoy  life  and  become  more  sure  of
himself. I think I last trained him with C. on quails in 2004,
I then moved to work with other setters on the hills and we
never had other chances to train together, We always kept in
touch though and in the years, I sent him some “clients” who,
together  with  other  dogs  he  worked  with,  gave  him  the
opportunity to become one of the most successful HPRs trainers
I know.

C. is now a well known “pro”, specialized in training GWPs for
German Hunting Tests (VJP/HZP/VGP) and personal rough shooting
dogs, I was not surprised to meet him on the training ground
dealing with a GSP who used to eat and swallow quails. I
watched  his pupil running, and saw she retrieving the quail
correctly after the shoot, so I asked the gamekeeper if C. had
already solved the problem. “

“No… The dog never eats the quail in his presence, just with
the owner. It should be a matter of body language and stance,
look at him…. But he needs the dog to make the mistake to
correct her… He is the best trainer working on my ground”.

I kept watching and nothing happened on that day, until it
came my turn to run the dog. “Let her go” – yelled someone
behind my back “- but when you whistle be firm, and yell at
her if needed. The key to freedom is control”, easier said
than done! That was just the preface.



Let her go…

When C. Found out I was training Briony for grouse trials, he
started to behave as if he wanted to be part of the project.
We kept meeting on the training ground by chance but, each
time we met, he had some good advice for me. He never tried to
train Briony in my place, nor to ditch the Shaman methods, he
simply intervened, firmly and pragmatically, to speed up my
training and to teach me to be more sure of myself and of my
training. I think he somehow trained me: he was the person who
forced me to remove the check cord and the same one who
encouraged me to forget quails and start testing steadiness
using partridges and pheasants. He also encouraged me to trust
the dog more and  to run her on other grounds to see how she
would react to different birds in different places. He watched
all my moves and all my handling, corrected my mistakes and
created new, more advanced (that was smart!), settings in
which to test Briony.  He minimized my concerns on rabbits and
even lent me an expensive bird launcher. Well to be honest he
lent that but… recommended me several times to switch it off

http://dogsandcountry.it/2016/08/20/on-steadiness-and-obedience/


after each use and… not to loose it (as if it were small!).
So, well, thank you C. for being one of those experienced and
helpful people who made grouse trials possible for me and
Briony.

The adventures of Miss Briony
in the moorlands (Week 1)
I am writing in English as I get messages from people from all
over the world asking me questions, an Italian version might
follow.

Well, I finally have a moment to write down what I experienced
during last week. I reached the UK (after a long trip through
Switzerland  and  France)  only  seven  days  ago,  and  so  many
things have already happened. First of all I AM HERE! There
had been moments and happenings during which I felt almost
sure this dream of mine was going to remain… Just a dream.

Let’s go back to what happened last year. In July 2015, I came
to the UK to watch the Champion Stake. I liked everything I
experienced here and I was especially impressed by the dogs’
training level. I liked the way  the dogs were trained and how
this  kind  of  training  allowed  them  to  produce  nice
performances.  Italians  are  believed  to  have  great  English
Setters, great English Pointers and great field trials: this
is true, in some ways, and false in some other ways, at least
in my very humble opinion! I recognize the strenght of our
trials and of our breeding choices, but I perceive the UK FT
trials to be more suitable to my mindset.  Also, our English
Setters are trained differently (let’s say they are sort of
wilder)  and I have never thought that a dog belonging to this
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breed could be trained to such high obedience standards.

At that time Briony was finishing her Show Championship (her
full name is IT. Ch. Briony del Cavaldrossa) and I was already
planning to train her for Field Trials in the hope of having a
Dual Ch. She comes from a working bloodline, she had been my
personal rough shooting dog since she was about 7 months old
and she had proved me (and other people, including judges who
shoot over her) to have all a dog needs to compete in Italian
 field trials.  However, things were not so easy: I  knew I
could train a dog to be a rough shooting dog, but I was aware
I was lacking the skills needed to train a dog for field
trials. Once again, Italy is different from the UK: most of
the  dogs  running  at  trials  are  prepared  and  handled  by
professional handlers/trainers and the dog needs to live with
them  at  their  kennels.  I  knew  I  was  not  going  to  give
“Princess Briony”, who sleeps on the couch, to anyone and that
I wanted to learn how to train her.

So… the quest for a good trainer began and, as happened in the



past, with my very first English Setter,  the smart great
people willing to help me were the Deutsch Drahthaar (GWP)
people: they are so keen on obedience that they were just what
I needed. The first part of the training, from Sept 2015 until
Spring  2016,  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  a  retired
gamekeeper known as “the shaman” or “white feather”. He now
owns a drahthaar but he used to own an English Pointer and
 had trained hundreds of dogs belonging to different breeds
(he is much into deer tracking dogs at the moment!) to the
highest  levels.  He  worked  with  us  for  months,  asking
absolutely no money while teaching us so much… I am not sure I
will ever be able to thank him enough. After the shooting
season ended, however, he no longer had access to any grounds
suitable to train an English Setter and I I had to rely on a
tiny piece of ground an estate and its gamekeeper offered me.
This gamekeeper (who goes under the name of Ezio) did his best
to help, but I felt I was still needing some supervision. To
my surprise, Briony began improving very quickly, and at this
point I started thinking I could maybe trial her in the UK. It
was May when unexpectedly my friend Claudio (who trains GWPs
and  GSP’s  professionally)  stepped  in.  I  think  he  was  so
intrigued by my plans, that he really did his best to help us,
especially scolding me each time I did not feel good enough as
a  trainer/handler.   So  well…  Thanks  to  you  all:   White
Feather,  Ezio,  Claudio,  the  GWP  training  group  Amatori
Drahthaar (Fabrizio, Bruno, Monica, Gianluca…) and all the
people who, in the years, allowed me great opportunities to go
shooting with Briony on private (expensive!) estates and to
those who took me snipe shooting and woodcock shooting. No



names needed, they all know who they are.

June came and, after I passed a HUGE university exam (besides
being  a  freelance  journalist,  I  am  studying  Veterinary
Medicine), I began to apply to some of the English trials.
Things got a little complicated at this point: a club refused
my entry as I could not send a check in sterlings, other clubs
had all their trials oversubscribed (In Italy if you get more
dogs than you expect to get you simply set up another stake
and call more judges); this was all new to me, also some
people  seemed  concerned  about  the  “Italian  dog”  (I  think
Italian dogs are believed to be a little wild!). It  was not
easy, and If  I am here now I owe it to my STUBBORNES, not a
quality I wish I had, but a quality that can be  helpful
sometimes. The Scots were great too:  as their trials were not
oversubscribed they happily accepted us.

We eventually arrived on June 16th and on the following day we
were already on the moor with Mr. Steve Robinson. He kindly
offered to introduce Briony to grouse and, on that morning, we
went counting grouse at Muggleswick Estate. I was really happy



to go and see the counting, as I was really curious to witness
this activity. The fact I could be there with my dog (at the
beginning  she  was  on  lead)  was  simply  amazing!  In  the
afternoon we moved to another ground were we meet other people
(Terry  Harris,   Roy  Heath,  Maria  Jaques,  John  Naylor  and
probably someone else I forgot) who really did their best to
help us and make us feel “at home”.

On the following morning Briony had her first trial, the IGL
Novice Stake and I think she did well as we were given a
second round! On Tuesday the organizers let her enter the Open
Stake and, well we were out because she “missed” a grouse but
I liked how she behaved. Things went ok at the English Setter
Club trials in Muggleswick where she ran in the Breed Stake on
the first and in the Open Stake (they kindly accepted me) on
the following day. On the second day she was shot over after
she  produced  the  bird,  but  we  were  eliminated  because,
 despite not moving forward… she sort of moved her whole body
in every other directions!!! But it was fun and it is was fine
as we both need to gain experience and refine our skills.



Later  in  the  week  we  given  again  the  opportunity  to  go
counting/training again with Therry Harris and other people on
Eggleston Moor, this sounds like such a privilege to me.

We will see what happens next. This article is mostly about
Briony and the trials but I might later write something else
on daily life here, stones which run under my car, far away
pubs and anti-flea sprays to thank all those involved. I am
grateful for all this! (Ps. I love grouse!) Still curious
about British trials? Check the section A Month on the Moor or
click here.

http://dogsandcountry.it/category/amm/

