Charity shops: the bargains
hunter’s realm

What can I do in a bit of spare time?

I can tell you about charity shops! They are a very British
thing. An American friend told me they also have thrifty
stores, but I have never seen any while I was living in the
US. Therefore, for me, charity shops are something British,
like wine gums, or fish and chips. Brits might think these
shops do not deserve so much emphasis, but I am quite keen on
them since I don’t have them in Italy!

What are charity shops? They are shops managed by different
charities and that sell items that people donated them. As you
can guess, all the profits go to charity and most of the
employees are volunteers. What you can find in a charity shop
is usually second-hand, but I managed to find a tweed hat and
a tweed door stopper (in a fox shape) which were new with
labels. Among the other things, they sell figurines, books,
prints, mugs, watches, frames, mugs and... clothes! It has
become an habit, for me, to go and raid all the local charity
shops each time I go to England.

My Tweed Fox
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I like them because they look like real shops, they have
proper and nice windows and all the items are presented at
their best: one of the shops in Barnard Castle even places its
clothes by colour! During the years, I learnt that some
charity shops are better than others. To get quality items at
ridiculous prices, you should pick the best locations, such as
wealthy towns and neighbourhoods. Furthermore, some charities
are more attractive to donors than others. I visited shops in:
Barnard Castle, Stanhope, Hexam, Consett (shocking
experience), Grantown — on — Spey and Sittingbourne so far,
and, unfortunately, forgot to check those in Harrogate, during
my short stay. All the items I purchased, however, come from
Barnard Castle and, as far as I can recall, I bought: a wrist
watch, a pair of purple jeans, three framed prints, a new
tweed hat (paid 3.99f and on sale online for 16.99f£) a new
tweed fox (door stopper) and three shirts, one of which, was
paid 3.50 , but worth 75f£ according to Amazon! I might have
forgotten something and I “lost” a nice tweed bag due to
indecision. Besides the bargains that came home with me, I
spotted some other good deals such as: some great furniture in
Sittingbourne, a nice wedding gown in Hexam priced 20£ (in
size 12 in case anyone needs it) and... two pairs of men’s
tweed breeks.

These tweed breeks ignited quite a turmoil at trials: strictly
trained as a bargain hunter since childhood, I later developed
some good skills as personal shopper. I can’t stand a bargain
being ignored, or ending up with someone not so nice that
probably does not deserved it. So.. I started telling all the
“worthy” trialers that there were two pairs of almost new
tweed breeks in a Barnard Castle charity shop. That they were
new, priced 7.99 £ each, and could be found in the “old
people” (age.uk) shop, the one “by the funeral home”. Well,
despite my vague directions, a bunch of people from the field
trial circuit showed up at that shop during the same
afternoon. Some of them bumped into each other, but all of
them denied they had purchased the breeks. However, I went



back on the to the shop one day later and the breeks were
gone!

One of the two
breeks

Here in Italy, some parishes organize a charity draft (the
Italian literal translation would be a “charity fish”) yearly,
but most the items you can win by purchasing a ticket are far
away from being nice things to look at.. and no second hand
clothes at these fisheries.

Here second hand clothes end up in some huge yellow rubbish
bins that are, indeed, owned by charities. These clothes,
however, are re-sold to dealers and sometimes can be spotted
in some open air markets, but there is no warranty this will
happen. Open air markets are usually good places to find
bargains, but the quality of offered items has dropped
dramatically in the last few years. There are many more
Chinese sellers, selling products that scream “made in China”.
It is difficult to find used clothes but, in the biggest
cities, like Milan, some sellers have traditional German and
Austrian hunting clothes. Not really my thing, but friends
with German dogs love them and I admit I would do the same if
they were “tweed”.

Besides looking for bargains online, then, what else can I do?



Well.. apparently one of the charities managing the yellow
rubbish bins is bound to open a “vintage” clothes shop in my
city next Autumn: I’'ll definitevely investigate on the quality
of their offers!

Still curious about British trials? Check the section A Month
on the Moor or click here.

English Summer Trials: Daily
Life

People keep asking about British trials... but they always
forget to ask about daily life during these trials! A brief
recap: I watched Champion Stake 2015 (this falls into “English
Summer Trials); participated in English and Scottish summer
trials in 2016; participated in English partridge trials in
Norfolk (autumn trials) in 2017. Now I am just back from
English summer trials 2018 and I am still incredibly tired:
summer trials are not really a relaxing holiday, probably they
are not a holiday at all!

Grouse

I have to admit that Autumn Partridge trials, in spite of
being less flashy, are perfectly suitable to the average human
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being, whereas Grouse Summer trials are certainly more
demanding in terms of physical fitness. I do not consider
myself a lazy person, and I do my best to keep in shape, but I
get tired quite easily, this makes me think that to survive 1in
summer trials with elegance you need to be a bit of a super-
hero. For this reason, this year I did not even dare to cross
the Scottish border: my 2016 experience in Scotland was pretty
intense and most of my time was spent on the road, travelling
from one trial to another, often trying to reach the micro
supermarket (& service station) in Grantown on Spey before it
was too late. Maybe it was too much just because I was staying
in a B& I did not particularly enjoy and from which I
eventually ran away. Maybe it was so bad because I did not
even have a fridge, nor a freezer or.. most likely, there was
simply too much to do for one person travelling alone.

This is one of the reasons that made me opt for “England only”
this year, as if rural England was easy to deal with. I tried
to be more organized and I booked a whole cottage: um mm err..
it was a cottage suitable for five people, much more than one
small sized human and her dog would have needed, but it was
conveniently located and reasonably priced. Most of the people
participating in British trials, indeed, do not stay 1in
hotels, or at home, as it happens with FCI trials (at least
those taking place in Italy). The Brits normally live in a
caravan (some Irish even dared to live in a tent!) or rent a
cottage, a few opt for a bed and breakfast. Trials take place
every day (one day you have the puppy or the novice stake, and
on the following day you normally have the open stake) and
most of the competitors have a trial each day.
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Newbiggin estate

Trials start later than Italian FCI trials: the meeting 1is
normally at 9 o’clock (and not at dawn as awfully required
here), but the venue might be far from where you are staying.
In my experience, since I have always skipped the first
trials, those that take place near Lauder (Scottish Borders),
we have about one week of trials near Blanchland and Barnard
Castle, which are villages in County of Durham and
Northumberland, and one second week with trials around Reeth,
in North Yorkshire. People can choose whether to move around
from trial to trial, to stay one week in one place and then
move somewhere else to get closer to the next trials, or
decide to remain two weeks in the same place, and drive back
and forth. I chose the third option to avoid packing and
unpacking continuously.

Trialers do not travel light: they cannot. Most of the people
drive a pick up truck full of dogs, clothes and food. You can
have all sort of weathers during a trials circuit, sometimes
even during a single trial: this year temperatures ranged from
8°C degrees with high winds and rain to thirty something
degrees. You need to bring summer clothes, rain clothes and
winter clothes, better if in two copies, as everything can get
soaked with water. You also need a hat, a rain hat, some
sunscreen, a walking stick, the list of the must have is long,
I am just mentioning something to let you imagine how full our
cars are.

While supermarkets exist in Northern England, they can be far
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from where you live or close earlier than you are used to.
Shops also close around 5 p.m. and you are not normally back
from a trial by that time. This happens because English trials
can have up to 40 dogs (20 braces) and at least two rounds
take place, which means a trial usually finishes late in the
afternoon(*you are expected to stay until the end of the trial
and to follow the stake on foot, all day long). There 1is
normally a lunch break, but there is no restaurant, nor do the
clubs cater food for competitors: runners are expected to
bring they own packed lunches and eat them on the moor, or in
the car if the weather is too bad. This also means you have to
arrange your own meals by purchasing them or by cooking them
in advance.

Lunch on the moor

As said earlier, trials start at 9 a.m. but might be located
one, or even two hours away from where you are staying. To
reach Masham trial in time, I woke up at 5 a.m., had breakfast
and packed everything I needed to carry with me and to met
with friends on the way at 6.30 a.m. We reached the venue a
bit earlier than planned, but you are somehow expected to be
there well before the announced meeting time. Also, travel
time on country roads is not very predictable with sheep and
tractors ready to sabotage the best plans.
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Lunch on the moor
That trial was sadly cancelled and, as traditionally happens,
this was announced on the trial’s ground, not in advance by
phone, or-mail. We reached home earlier on that day but trials
do not usually finish before 5 p.m. so, by the time awards are
given and you leave the moor... you are back at your temporary

home at around 7 p.m., or even later if you stop on the way to
get some gas, or to grab any food for the following day.

By the time you unload the car, have a shower, feed the dog,
feed yourself and maybe dry your wet clothes, is almost time
to go to bed and maybe answer a couple of e-mails and messages
you received during the day, in the rare instances your
cellphone managed to get some signal. That’'s daily life during
English summer trials: Scottish summer trials were similar two
years ago, but with competitions taking place much further
from each other and with much less service stations,
supermarkets and cell phone signal on the way!

Still curious about British trials? Check the section A Month
on the Moor or click here.

Newbiggin (Yorkshire Gundog Club) Open Stake slideshow
pictures below.
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